True North Giving

“Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”    Matthew 6:1-4

1. True North Giving comes with three non-negotiable requirements:
a. Giving in the right way: privately not publicly.
b. Giving for the right reasons: to be applauded by God, not men.
c. Giving toward the right things: taking care of the needs of others.
i. Physical needs (the poor, the sick, etc.)

ii. Spiritual needs (reaching the lost, helping the hurting, etc.)

“Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its grapes? Who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk? Do I say this merely from a human point of view….If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from you? If others have this right of support from you, shouldn't we have it all the more?”  1 Corinthians 9:7-12
2. True North Giving transforms us in three powerful ways.
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”  
Matthew 6:19-24
a. It aligns our hearts toward kingdom priorities.

“…where your treasure is, there your heart will be also….”

i. It deepens our passion for God’s agenda.
ii. It gives us lasting riches in God’s kingdom.
1. Storing up earthly treasures is risky business.
2. Storing up heavenly treasures is a risk-free investment.
b. It opens our eyes to a kingdom perspective.

“The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.”

a. True North Giving changes the way we view everything.

b. Magnetic North Giving keeps us in the dark.

c. It deepens our commitment to the King of kings.

“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”  

a. Money forces us into a love/hate relationship with God/money.
b. How we use our money demonstrates where our true allegiance is.
	Magnetic North Giving
	True North Giving

	· Makes you feel better about yourself as a person.
· Keeps you in the dark spiritually.

· Deepens your commitment to a worldly way of thinking.
· May advance the kingdom incrementally.


	· Helps you feel more passionate about the kingdom.
· Opens your eyes to God’s kingdom.
· Deepens your commitment to the King of kings.
· Always advances the kingdom exponentially.


3. True North Giving comes with a divine guarantee.
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”     Matthew 6:25-34

Are you more of a True North or a Magnetic North Giver?

What gift could you make right away that would transform the kingdom as well as your own soul?
Are you willing to test the divine guarantee that comes with True North Giving?

